What are PDF, MOBI, and EPUB files?
PDF, MOBI, and EPUB are all downloadable electronic files that we offer at The Mystery of History Inc. under a singlefamily license. (Coops and classrooms require a different license through Bright Ideas Press.)
1.

PDF stands for a “Portable Document Format.” Invented by Adobe and supported by Adobe Reader (a free
software), PDFs are generally easy to print. For that reason, several of our products are offered as a
“downloadable PDF” that you can store on your computer, print at home for your family, or view from any
electronic device. These files are delivered through the email you provide us at payment. (Sharing these files
outside of your family is a violation of our single-family license.) The PDFs we offer include:
•
•
•
•

Bright Ideas Press Supplemental Products (Challenge Cards, Coloring Pages, Notebooking Pages, and Folderbooks.
These are sold individually or as a collection for each of our four volumes.)
The Mystery of History Volume II Cookbook
The Mystery of History Companion Guides (sold separately or bundled with a Student Reader, depending on the
edition)
WonderMaps

TROUBLESHOOTING TIPS for PDFs:
o If you are asked for a password to open one of our PDFs, your computer is probably trying to open the PDF
with something other than Adobe Reader. (You don’t need a password for our files!) To avoid this issue,
download the most current version of Adobe Reader (https://get.adobe.com/reader) also called “Acrobat
Reader.” (We suggest the “free” version; there’s no need for the pro version to operate our files.) Once
installed, open the PDF file from within Adobe Reader. If you are asked if you want Adobe Reader to be your
default PDF viewer, we recommend you say “yes.”
o If your files appear incomplete, follow the steps above to make sure you open them in Adobe Reader (not
“Preview” on a MAC.) Large files and collections of files may require you to click on one of the buttons on
the home screen to select the page you need.
o You can find more help for Acrobat Reader on Adobe’s website here:
https://helpx.adobe.com/support/reader.html
2.

MOBI and EPUB – Both .mobi files and .epub files are popular formats for e-books. If you purchase an e-book
from us, you will receive multiple files. The Companion Guide comes as a downloadable PDF file requiring a free
current version of Adobe, as described above. The Student Reader comes in both .mobi and .epub files to give
you more than one way to view them. Both files are common, but the lists below may help you determine which
file you’ll want to download to operate our Student Reader e-books. The e-books we currently offer (with more
in progress) include:
•
•

The Mystery of History Volume I Second Edition
The Mystery of History Volume II

MOBI supports: Amazon Kindle and Kindle Fire Devices; the Kindle app available on Mac, PC, Android, and iOS devices;
several other smaller eReader apps and devices.
EPUB supports: The Kindle family of apps and devices; The Barnes & Noble Nook family of apps and devices; Adobe
Digital Editions eReader; most other eReader apps and devices.

TROUBLESHOOTING TIPS for MOBI and EPUB:
o Purchasing an e-book from us does not automatically make the book appear on your apps or devices. Follow
your eReader’s instructions on how to add a book to your library.
o Due to the electronic nature of e-books, they will NOT look exactly like the printed pages of our textbooks
and are not designed for printing or sharing. (Sharing these files outside of your family is a violation of our
single-family license.)
o If you are having trouble with your device, the best way to find support is to Google your devices name with
the words “support” or “help.” Or, contact Bright Ideas Press for technical support.

