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I lovingly dedicate this study of history
to my grown children,
Heather, Kyle, and Ashley.

It is for your knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and for the knowledge of generations to come
that I am inspired to write.

I love you all “the most”!

“Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery
kept secret since the world began but now made manifest,
and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations,
according to the commandment of the everlasting God,
for obedience to the faith—to God, alone wise,
be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.”
(Romans 16:25–27)
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Letter to the Teacher
Dear friend,
Hi! Welcome to The Mystery of History, Volume I, Third Edition. Whether you’re new to this series
or returning, this letter is for you. Mainly, I want you to know why I started writing The Mystery of History
almost twenty years ago and where we are today.
About 10 years into my 17 years of homeschooling, I felt a special stirring in my soul. It was the
kind that I couldn’t ignore—the kind that led me to pray for an entire year about the next season of my
life. At that time, my husband and I were missionaries with Campus Crusade for Christ. On the home
front, I was deep into homeschooling and all that it demands. I wasn’t sure where this special stirring was
leading me, but I continued to pray that the Lord would guide, bless, and direct my steps.
Needless to say, the Lord—as only He can—answered my prayer for direction. It started with
calls from friends and family wanting to know more about homeschooling. Those inquiries narrowed
my ministry focus to the growing needs of the homeschool world, which was still relatively new in the
1990s. I began hosting “how-to-homeschool” gatherings and speaking at support groups. With 10 years
of homeschooling under my belt and children ages 15, 11, and 7, I had a lot to share about what was and
wasn’t working.
Well, one subject that wasn’t working for me then was world history. I told these groups, nonchalantly
at first, that I wanted to write my own curriculum because I deeply loved the subject and I wasn’t satisfied
with my options. As my ideas grew, I began to tell others with confidence exactly what I wanted in a history
curriculum. I know now, though I didn’t know then, that I was describing The Mystery of History to small
groups before it existed! To me, the vision was clear, but not the calling.
Finally, in the spring of 2000, the Lord planted the final seed that gave life to this series. I was
cutting vegetables in my kitchen when I believe He whispered to me, “The Mystery of History.” I knew
immediately what it was. I believed it to be a calling and the name of the series He had already placed in
my heart. (I credit God with the fact that it rhymes!) Well, I stopped cooking and wrote a dedication page
to my children. (I have since added the word grown to that dedication page, to describe my children who
are now in their twenties and thirties!)
The rest is—history. With grace and mercy to cover my inadequacies, the Lord poured on me the
passion, the strength, and the tenacity to finish four volumes of The Mystery of History in 14 years. The kids
are now grown, and my talented husband, Ron, has joined our family business to contribute his skills, which
are too numerous to count! As a husband-and-wife team, it’s now our conviction and full-time vocation
to teach, produce, and promote world history from a biblical worldview.
So that’s The Mystery of History, from its humble conception to now. We welcome you, from the
bottom of our hearts, to this journey into world history! We pray you see Him in the pages and grow in
your faith in doing so.
For the Sake of the Mystery,
Linda Lacour Hobar
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How to Use The Mystery of History
The Mystery of History, Volume I, Third Edition offers the same award-winning stories and
curriculum found in the first and second editions. However, the third edition has a new layout! Due to
popular demand, the stories of Volume I are now in a durable hardback Student Reader with hundreds of
colorful photos. Inside this Student Reader is a code to download our accompanying digital Companion
Guide, which holds all the material you need for a full world history curriculum. For your convenience,
the Companion Guide is also available in print as a separate purchase.
I encourage both new and returning users to be familiar with the steps below to get the most out
of The Mystery of History. (You can pick and choose from the following steps or use them all!)
Step 1 — “What Do You Know?” Pretests
Ideally, students and teachers alike start each week in The Mystery of History with a short pretest
titled “What Do You Know?” (It is found in this Companion Guide.) This pretest is designed to see what
students might already know from three upcoming lessons—or spark interest in what they don’t know.
To make it light and stimulating for any age group, I don’t recommend recording grades on pretests.
Step 2 — Lessons
Lessons in The Mystery of History Student Reader are the core of the program. There are three per
week. (A typical school year is 36 weeks long. This curriculum contains 108 lessons, or 36 weeks of lessons
if you want to finish in a school year. You don’t have to!) In the hope of making world history as interesting
and engaging as possible, all the lessons are written in a casual, conversational style, as if I’m right there
with you, making occasional personal comments. Since the lessons are in chronological order, students will
benefit most by studying them in the order in which they are presented. In fact, to help students manage
the lessons well, they are divided into four quartes. Each quarter starts with a short “Around the World”
overview to introduce upcoming lessons and provide a bird’s-eye view of the time period.
As for the length and difficulty of the lessons, each volume in The Mystery of History series jumps
up about two grade levels. The reading difficulty of Volume I is at about a 4th- to 5th-grade level; Volume
II is on a 6th- to 7th-grade level; Volume III is at an 8th- to 9th-grade level; and Volume IV is on a 10thto 11th-grade level.This wide range allows all ages to benefit from this series with the addition of ageappropriate activities, which are the next step!
Step 3 — Activities
When I started this series, my children were in 2nd grade, 6th grade, and 10th grade. By my
definition they were a Younger Student (K–3rd grade), a Middle Student (4th–8th grade), and an Older
Student (9th–12th grade) respectively. Knowing that I wanted to meet the needs of all my children in one
world history course, I wrote the lessons on a reading level somewhere in the middle of their abilities—and
then worked to provide age-appropriate activities for enrichment.
So this Companion Guide includes activities for Younger, Middle, and Older Students. Younger
Students are encouraged to use their senses for hands-on projects, reenactments, or meaningful games;

viii

The Mystery of History, Volume I

Middle Students are enticed to reassemble the material in some creative way or explore it further with
research; and Older Students are challenged with additional research, discussion, analysis, and much
more. Occasionally, all students come together for games, meals, or field trips that match the time period.
I created hundreds of activities to meet a variety of interests and learning styles. As a matter of fact, so many
activities are provided in this Companion Guide that I wouldn’t expect you to do them all! Choose wisely
based on your time and resources. (One activity per week is quite acceptable.)
Step 4 — “Take Another Look” Review
After students have read three lessons, I suggest they set aside one day for review and geography.
For review, students can make Memory Cards (homemade flash cards) and/or create timeline figures for
a wall or notebook. (For more information on these options, see “Memory Card Ideas” and “Wall of Fame
Timeline Suggestions.”) For geography, each week I provide age-appropriate mapping exercises directly
related to the lessons of the week. Blank maps to print and answer key maps are provided in this Companion
Guide. You will, however, need atlases to find the information needed to complete the mapping exercises.
To avoid frustration, we highly recommend that you have access to WonderMaps, a beautiful digital atlas
created by Tyler Hogan at Bright Ideas Press (with all the information you need) or the two atlases listed
below, which I used to create the mapping exercises:
• The Student Bible Atlas by Tim Dowley (ISBN 978-0-8066-2038-1)
• Rand McNally’s Historical Atlas of the World (ISBN 978-0528014475)
All three atlases are available on my website (www.TheMysteryofHistory.com) or that of my
publisher (www.BrightIdeasPress.com).
Step 5 — “What Did You Miss?” Exercises and “What Did You Learn?” Quizzes
At the end of every other week, you will find games or exercises titled “What Did You Miss?” in
this Companion Guide. These bonus activities are designed to make students dig a little deeper in recalling
the details of previous lessons or pull together information that is otherwise scattered.
Alternating with the exercises, every other week you will find quizzes titled “What Did You Learn?”
in this Companion Guide. These are designed to test students in a more traditional manner and help you
see what they’re learning and retaining. These quizzes are cumulative, meaning that students will regularly
be drawn back to previously covered material.
Step 6 — “Put It All Together” Quarterly Worksheets and Semester Tests
As students reach the end of each quarter, they will have covered a great deal of world history. To
keep the facts straight, students are asked to complete a printable worksheet covering information contained
in just that quarter. (The four worksheets are in this Companion Guide.) Students are encouraged to use
their Student Reader, Memory Cards, timeline, or other study aids to answer the questions. (The worksheet
is the equivalent of an open-book test.)
In addition, this Companion Guide contains two semester tests. Semester Test I is to be given at
the halfway point of the course and covers only the material found in Quarters 1 and 2. Semester Test II
appears at the end of the course but covers only the information found in Quarters 3 and 4. These tests are
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not overly difficult in my opinion, nor are they designed to be. But they should bring the reward of a high
grade to students who have paid attention throughout the course and remained diligent in their studies.
Step 7 — Additional Resources
Though I’ve sought to make The Mystery of History a complete curriculum, it’s utterly impossible
to do so. We have four additional resources to complement your studies.
1. Additional Books and Films—We’ve included a lengthy, well-researched section in the Appendix
of this Companion Guide titled “Supplemental Books and Resources.” These are not required to complete
this course, but these picture books, biographies, classics, historical novels, primary source materials, and
numerous quality films help bring history to life.
2. Audiobooks—For your convenience, lessons in The Mystery of History are also available in an
audiobook (10-CD set or downloadable MP3s). I personally narrate The Mystery of History, word for
word, and my husband adds beautiful background music. (Nonmusical tracks are also available on my
website, www.TheMysteryofHistory.com.) Audiobooks are a great choice for class time, bedtime, or on
the go. (Audiobooks pair well with coloring pages, which are described below.)
3. Supplemental Products—Because there is always room for more fun and creativity, Bright
Ideas Press has created four supplemental products that you will want to consider. (They can be purchased
individually as downloads or all together in one Super Supplemental Collection on CD.)
• Challenge Cards: Best described as premade fact cards, these can be used in addition to
		 homemade Memory Cards or in place of them. These are great for students who enjoy drill work.
• Coloring Pages: All ages can enjoy coloring pages, though they may best serve Younger and
		 Middle Students who would like to keep their hands busy while listening to the lessons.
• Notebooking Pages: The illustrated notebooking pages provide students of all levels with
		 a place to summarize lessons or practice copywork for retention.
• Folderbooks: These are clever paper projects with file folders and printable images
		 to capture highlights of each quarter. These are a good choice for hands-on learners.
4. Online Classes—Last, we want you to know that online classes (both live and self-paced) are
available for all volumes of The Mystery of History through The Academy at Bright Ideas Press! Teachers
and course offerings vary from year to year, so please visit the website for more information (www.academy.
brightideaspress.com). I personally teach a live class for The Mystery of History, Volume IV. I would love
to have you join us when you reach that level!
This concludes our look at the steps of the curriculum. Read on for more information on the
following:
• Scope and Sequence
• Teaching All Ages
• Methods of Education
• Memory Card Ideas
• Wall of Fame Timeline Suggestions
• Grading Tips
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And don’t miss the back of this Companion Guide, where you will find an Appendix containing
outline maps to print, supplemental books and resources, a Bible reading list, and a comprehensive answer
key. If you have additional questions, Bright Ideas Press and The Mystery of History, Inc., both have help
lines on our websites and a variety of social media touchpoints. We’re here to serve you!
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Scope and Sequence
Any time is a good time to start world history! But for those of you who would like to envision
your entire journey—based on when you start The Mystery of History—I’ve created a Scope and Sequence
chart full of possibilities. Each option takes you through all four volumes of The Mystery of History in
chronological order at least once.
• If you start early (1st–4th grade), you can repeat The Mystery of History and count later
		 volumes for high school.
• If you start in middle school (5th–8th grade), you can go through The Mystery of History
		 once at a comfortable pace and count later volumes for high school.
•
		
		
		

If you start in high school (9th–12th grade), you can go through The Mystery of History once by
using audiobooks in combination with later volumes. (If you need to choose only one
volume for high school, we highly recommend Volume IV. Modern history will help
students better understand today’s headlines, while equipping them to be tomorrow’s leaders!)

•
		
		
		
		

For my American audience, I have included ideas in the Scope and Sequence chart,
noted in italics, for when you may want to add social studies, geography, American
history, state history, government, economics, and electives. (These are only suggestions!)
Non-American students will want to replace those topics with their own history or other
required courses.

The Key to Success
The key to successfully using The Mystery of History with the whole family is to focus first on the
needs of the oldest child in the family. No matter what age the oldest child starts The Mystery of History,
allow the rest of your students to learn alongside him or her in the same volume using the age-appropriate
materials provided. In other words, keep the family studying the same time period together to enjoy this
course, streamline your efforts, and create good memories. Once the oldest child graduates or moves on,
make adjustments for the next oldest child, and so on. It works!
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The Mystery of History—Scope and Sequence Ideas
Starting in Grades 1-8
Grade
Level

Starting
1st Grade

Starting
2nd Grade

Starting
3rd Grade

Starting
4th Grade

Starting
5th Grade

1st

Vol. I

Social
Studies*

Social
Studies*

Social
Studies*

2nd

Vol. II

Vol. I

American
History*

American
History*

Social
Studies*

3rd

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. I

State
History*

American
History*

Social
Studies*

4th

American
History*

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. I

State
History*

American
History*

Social
Studies*

5th

State
History*

American
History

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. I

State
History*

American
History*

Social
Studies*

6th

Vol. I

State
History

American
History

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. I

State
History*

American
History*

7th

Vol. II

Vol. I

Vol. I

Vol. IV

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. I

State
History*

8th

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vol. II

Vols. I–II

Vol. III

Vol. II

Vols. I–II

9th

American
History*

Vol. III

Vol. III

Vol. III

Vol. III

Vol. III

10th

Vol. IV

American
History*

American
History*

American
History*

Vol. IV

American
History*

American
History*

11th

Govt./
Econ*

Vol. IV

Vol. IV

Vol. IV

Govt./
Econ.*

Vol. IV

Vol. IV

Vol. IV

12th

Elective**

Govt./
Econ.*

Govt./
Econ.*

Govt./
Econ.*

Elective**

Govt./
Econ.*

Govt./
Econ.*

Govt./
Econ.*

American
History
Part I*
American
History
Part II*

Starting
6th Grade

American
History
Part I*
American
History
Part II*

Starting
7th Grade

Starting
8th Grade

*Denotes materials outside of The Mystery of History
**We recommend North Star Geography.
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The Mystery of History—Scope and Sequence Ideas
Starting in Grades 9-12
Grade Level

Starting 9th Grade

Starting
10th Grade

Starting 11th Grade

Starting 12th Grade

9th

†
Vol. III

Govt./Econ.*

Govt./Econ.*

Geography*

10th

American
History*

†
Vol. III

American
History*

American
History*

11th

Vol. IV

American
History*

†
Vol. III

Govt./Econ.*

12th

Govt./Econ.*

Vol. IV

Vol. IV

‡
Vol. IV

*Denotes materials outside of The Mystery of History
**We recommend North Star Geography.
† During the previous summer, listen to Vols. I–II Audiobooks.
‡ During the previous summer, listen to Vols. I–III Audiobooks.

xiv

The Mystery of History, Volume I

Teaching All Ages
Younger Students

For those whose oldest students are in 1st–4th grade, I would consider reading two to three lessons
a week and completing one to three corresponding activities. (At only two lessons a week, Volume I will
last more than one school year.) Some children who have shorter attention spans may prefer one small bit
of work a day. That could mean reading the lesson one day and doing the corresponding activity the next
day. I would not necessarily suggest that Younger Students attempt written pretests or quizzes unless they
are strong readers and inclined to do sit-down work. The pretests, exercises, or quizzes could be skipped
altogether or presented orally instead and kept fun (without a grade.) You can customize your review
options at the end of the week:
• Memory Cards could be made by the teacher and pulled out for games or drills.
• Timeline figures could be made with teacher assistance for favorite figures in history, but not
		 for all.
• Maps could be done on an as-interested basis. Some mapping exercises require colored pencils
		 and blank maps; others are as simple as using a student’s finger to trace on a map or globe.
In addition to all the options available in this Companion Guide, we offer the following supplemental
products: coloring pages, Challenge Cards, notebooking pages, and Folderbooks. (Coloring pages are the
most popular supplemental product among Younger Students and pair well with audiobooks!)
To summarize, here are two sample weeks for a family whose oldest child is 1st–4th grade. (I’ve
added a few popular supplemental products as suggestions only.)
Monday
Oral pretest

Tuesday
Activity 1

Listen to Lesson
1 (audiobook or
teacher) while
completing a
coloring page.

Wednesday
Listen to Lesson 2
while completing a
coloring page.

Thursday
Activity 2

Friday
Dictate Memory
Cards.
Start a timeline or
Folderbook.

Another variation:
Monday
Oral pretest
Listen to Lesson 1.

Tuesday
No history

Wednesday
Listen to Lesson 2.
Activity 2

Thursday
No history

Friday
Work on timeline
figures and/or
simple mapping.

Activity 1
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Middle Students

If your oldest child is in 5th–8th grade, this curriculum is perfectly suited for your family without
the need for adaptation. But to give you tracks to run on, I’ve provided two sample weeks.
Monday
Review previous
lessons with
Memory Cards.
Pretest 3
Read Lesson 7.

Tuesday
Read Lesson 8.

Wednesday
Read Lesson 9.

Activity 8.

Activity 9

Read from the
supplemental book
list.

Continue reading
from supplemental
book list.

Thursday
Friday
Review day choices: Off day for co-op or
more reading from
the supplemental
Memory Cards,
book list
timeline figures,
and/or mapping
Complete quiz/
exercise.

The activities may be skipped sometimes, as in the example above on Monday, which is a bit more
crowded with Memory Cards and a pretest. The other activities are chosen based on what is best for the
course load of your 5th–8th-graders. If the activities are simple, you might have two children doing a fun,
hands-on project and two others working on more challenging research—whatever accommodates the
family as a whole.
Another option for Week 3 (that fits what we most often did) would look like the one below. We
preferred separate days for science and history. Our supplemental reading was spread out sporadically
through the week, depending on our schedule.
Monday
Review previous
lessons with
Memory Cards.
Pretest 3
Read Lesson 7.

Tuesday
Science Day
(no history)

Wednesday
Thursday
Read Lessons 8 and Science Day
(no history)
9 together.
Choose one activity
from Lesson 8 or 9.

Friday
Review day to
include timeline and
mapping.
Complete quiz/
exercise.

Make Memory
Cards.

Activity 7
Older Students

I define Older Students as 9th grade and up who are seeking to count The Mystery of History as a
high school credit. It can be done.
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A credit is a unit of measurement reflecting the number of hours needed to complete a course of
study. An acceptable high school credit typically ranges from 135 to 180 hours of instruction per school
year. (Consult your state’s requirements for details.) For example:
• A science course that meets 4 days a week (for an hour each day) would provide a student
		 with 144 hours of instruction in a 36-week school year. This course would receive one
		
credit on a high school transcript.
• A drama course that meets only 2 hours a week for 36 weeks would provide a student with
		 only 72 hours of instruction. In that case, the drama course would receive a half credit
		 on a transcript.
In most American states, high school history requirements commonly include the following:
World History

1 credit

American History

1 credit

Government		

½ credit

Economics		

½ credit

Total			3 credits
Calculating a high school credit for any volume of The Mystery of History is easy. To meet the
minimum requirement of 135 hours of instruction in a school year, a student needs to spend 3.75 hours
per week on the course. To meet the maximum of 180 hours of instruction, a student needs to spend 5
hours per week on the course. To average those figures, a student should spend 4–5 hours per week in a
36-week school year to earn a full credit in world history.
By definition, world history can be the study of any time period of history, ranging from ancient
times to modern times. It is not necessarily the entire history of the world in one course. Therefore, a
student may choose any volume of The Mystery of History, or more than one volume, for a world history
credit. Suggested labels for a transcript are as follows:
• Volume I—Ancient World History
• Volume II—Medieval Studies
• Volume III—The Renaissance and Reformation
• Volume IV—Modern History
Getting back to fulfilling a credit, in my experience, one volume of The Mystery of History can take
2–5 hours per week, depending on the choices made along the way. Basic work alone may include pretests,
lessons, Memory Cards, timeline work, mapping exercises, quizzes/exercises, worksheets, and semester
tests. (Supplemental products can fill additional time.) But to truly get the most of a high school credit, I
encourage high school students to lean heavily on the following:
1. Additional Literature. For your convenience, a list of “Supplemental Books and Resources”
is provided in the Appendix to challenge students to a higher reading level and to broaden their studies.
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Classics, primary sources, nonfiction, and historical fiction are all included. Classics and primary source
materials are highly recommended and will be most satisfying and challenging to those bent toward a
classical education.
2. Grades on Older Student Activities. Unlike Younger and Middle Students, Older Students
should be required to complete some activities through the school year with a grade to reflect performance
and completion. The number of activities may be determined by student and teacher, depending on the
difficulty of the activities chosen and the time it will take to complete them. Remember, students are trying
to study approximately 4–5 hours per week to meet the requirements for a credit. Choose activities that
will fit this criterion and enjoy the flexibility. In some months, students may choose one large project;
in other months, they may work on several small ones. (My online high school students are required to
complete one activity per week.) Ideas on giving grades for the activities are available in the section titled
“Grading Tips.”
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Methods of Education
Numerous models and methods of education are popular today, including the Charlotte Mason
method, classical, eclectic, traditional textbooks, unit studies, unschooling, and so on. I like to look at
methods of education this way: Each method is a toolbox that holds together your plans and preferences
for school.
With that thought in mind, The Mystery of History series is not a toolbox at all—but rather a
multifaceted tool that can be added to any toolbox! Whether you are a relaxed unschooler, a traditionalist,
a classicist, a Charlotte Mason enthusiast, or a compilation of many styles, The Mystery of History can be
an effective part of your method. The series can stand alone or serve as a spine for your other studies in
homeschool, private school, co-op, or other types of education.
In particular, The Mystery of History strongly lines up with both a classical approach to education
and the Charlotte Mason method. It also complements some of the ideas of Benjamin Bloom. For these
reasons, I want to share more about these methods and ideas for those who are just beginning to identify
their models of education.
Classical Education
A classical education is language-centered, which means that students do great volumes of reading,
listening, and writing to learn. Furthermore, a classical education observes three stages of training the mind.
The three-stage process is called the trivium of learning.
Stage 1 is referred to as the grammar stage. It primarily describes children in kindergarten through
3rd or 4th grade who absorb information. It is not so much a time of self-discovery as it is the accumulation
of new ideas, new words, new stories, and new facts. All this is found in The Mystery of History, Volume
I with 108 history lessons and over 100 hands-on activities to activate the imagination and stimulate the
senses.
Stage 2 is referred to as the logic stage because children of this age group are beginning to process
information they’ve obtained and to question it. This group includes 4th grade through about 8th grade.
Students begin to ask more why questions at this stage because their ability to think abstractly has developed
further and they begin to process things more logically. The Mystery of History easily meets this criterion
by offering history lessons plus hands-on learning, critical thinking exercises, timeline work, quizzes, and
much more.
Stage 3 of the trivium of learning is referred to as the rhetoric stage. These are students from about
9th grade and up. By this stage, students should apply information that has been learned and assimilate
that knowledge into a belief system. Beyond the history lessons in The Mystery of History, Older Student
activities challenge students in the areas of research, apologetics, Bible study, literary analysis, discussion,
and much more.
One last aspect of classical education is the process of repeating some material at each level of the
trivium so that students grasp it with an increasing depth of understanding. In other words, a good classical
education provides information to a student in the younger years, repeats it on a higher level in the middle
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years, and repeats it again at an even higher level of learning in the older years. Not all curricula fit that
mold, but The Mystery of History does. Please see the “Scope and Sequence” section for ways to repeat The
Mystery of History through the years and derive the most from it.
The Charlotte Mason Method
Charlotte Mason was a practical and delightful British educator of the late 1800s and early 1900s
whose common-sense principles have remained popular worldwide and have been warmly embraced by
home educators. In all education, Charlotte Mason encouraged the use of living books, hands-on learning,
short lessons, narrations, and a humanities-based approach to learning.
For history, Charlotte Mason encouraged a chronological approach, well-illustrated living books,
additional literature, experiential learning, timeline work, and narration exercises—all of which are a
natural part of The Mystery of History! If the Charlotte Mason approach to education inspires you, The
Mystery of History will suit you well.
Bloom’s Taxonomy
Benjamin Bloom was an educational psychologist in the 1950s who helped educators identify six
different classifications of learning in Bloom’s Taxonomy. They range from lower-level learning to higherlevel learning in this order: knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.
Bloom concluded that 95 percent of all test questions in the average classroom required students to
think only at the lowest level of learning—recalling information. He observed that higher thinking skills
were not being required of students.
I’ve kept Bloom’s theories in consideration when writing my curriculum, but I don’t feel I solved the
problem through my tests. You will notice that they, too, are primarily focused on recalling information.
That was intentional. I want the students to review over and over again the many characters they have
studied.
However, in an attempt to require higher-level thinking, I designed the activities for each lesson
to challenge students’ minds to apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information. The broad choice of
activities should appeal to a wide range of learning styles and keep students interested.
Final Reflection
I don’t want to close this section without encouraging you above all else to follow the Lord’s model
of education! He instructed the Israelites to teach His words this way:
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deut. 6:7–9)
In His earthly ministry, Jesus taught by way of example, telling parables and stories, asking questions,
and using object lessons. I believe the Lord Jesus Christ stands as our greatest model of a teacher, and I
pray you seek Him as your ultimate guide in educating your students.

xx

The Mystery of History, Volume I

Memory Card Ideas
Memory Cards are homemade flashcards, most commonly made out of 3-by-5-inch ruled index
cards. I suggest that students create one card for every lesson. Students in a family setting can share in
making the cards and create one set for the entire family.
It’s not uncommon for students to be resistant to writing these cards, but most will discover that
once they do, the cards are fun to drill with. Of course, there is a great value in making the cards that the
students usually can’t appreciate. It teaches them to summarize main points, articulate the lesson in their
own words, and practice writing their thoughts. Is this too much for some students? Probably! Memory
Cards will vary from student to student and look different for each age group. Let’s consider age-appropriate
expectations and suggestions for use. See the end of this section for sample Memory Cards for Younger,
Middle, and Older Students.
Younger Students

It may be advantageous for a parent or teacher to create Memory Cards that are blank on the back
for Younger Students. It may only be necessary for young ones (who can read) to see the lesson title on
the front of the card and be prompted to remember some main points. (The nonreading student can be
prompted by an illustration or premade timeline figure. More on that below.) Whatever the case, Younger
Students do not necessarily need to write out any main points on the back of their cards.
I recommend that from time to time (once a week or so), the teacher pull out the cards and sort
through them randomly with the students, asking questions about what they remember about the lesson
(from a title or a picture). If they remember a simple point, that is enough. If students want to retell you the
whole story—well, get comfortable with a cup of coffee. Some students will enjoy telling you everything
they remember. Students at this stage are primarily absorbing a lot of new information, so don’t expect
them to connect the lessons together yet.
These cards have endless variations. Some Younger Students will enjoy illustrating cards with
their own artwork. For them, larger index cards (4 by 6 inches or 5 by 7 inches) may work much better,
particularly those that are blank on both sides. (Small binders are easy to obtain for the 5-by-7 cards, and
they make a nice keepsake.) Other students may prefer to cut and paste timeline figures to the back of
these cards rather than build a timeline for the wall or a notebook. (We recommend Amy Pak’s History
Through the Ages timeline figures, which are available on my website.) You know your students best. Very
young children may skip Memory Cards altogether and instead make them the next time they go through
the material.
Middle Students

Students of this age should highly consider making Memory Cards (not necessarily their own
set, but contributing to a set made by the whole family). Most are ready to write the title of the lesson on
the front of their card and write information about the lesson on the back. What kind of information? It
depends on the student. If you have a hesitant writer who is overwhelmed with writing across the board,
you may choose to scale down the writing of Memory Cards until he or she matures. It may be enough
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for this student to write bullet points, phrases, or single-word associations on the back of the card. Even
without much information on the back, the cards can still be used for drills.
On the other hand, Memory Cards can be a perfect bridge to teaching Middle Students to practice
the skills of summarization and/or narration. If your Middle Students are ready, challenge them to write
complete sentences and work their way up to full paragraphs. (Lined cards will work best.) For ideas about
content, have students consider a typical encyclopedia entry. Have them note how brief but fact-filled most
entries are. This is a good model on which they can begin to pattern their cards. Or they may simply follow
the standard report format of answering who, what, when, and where. (The why and how can be reserved
for Older Students.)
For more enjoyment of the cards, challenge students to write creative things on their cards by pulling
out random, interesting facts from lessons. For example, the Phoenicians made a purple dye from dead
snails that smelled awful. That fact is not pertinent to the story, but it is easy to remember because we can
imagine the smell. Actually, the trade value of the dye was significant to the prosperity of the Phoenicians!
Whatever information makes it onto the cards, use it! At least once a week, if not every day that you
pull out history, use the flashcards for drill work. Flip through the cards randomly, asking students to spit
out a fact or two that they remember reading or writing down. Question them orally on the significance of
the lesson and/or its correlation to other parts of history. (Students of this age may not be ready to write
these kinds of conclusions, but they are ready to articulate them out loud.) It is fun, too, to trade roles and
allow the students to drill the teacher. My children were just competitive enough that they truly enjoyed
our review time as they sought to outdo their siblings with trivia.
Older Students

Obviously, Older Students should take the writing of Memory Cards the most seriously. They
should be able to articulate a few main points of each lesson on a card and write a sentence on the significance
of the event or its correlation to other events. In other words, after summarizing who, what, when, and
where, Older Students should contemplate the why and how of the lesson. How did this event or person
influence history? Why did this event or person have such an influence? These types of bonus sentences
will be the hardest to come up with and to draft. Be patient! It may take time for some students to draw
conclusions with depth, but hopefully they’ll get there with your help. (My youngest daughter enjoyed
making cards and frequently spilled the contents onto a second card!) Use these cards to refine students’
abilities. As with Middle Students, use the cards to drill your Older Students. But keep it fun. For them,
the highest value is in making the cards, not in drilling with them.
Format of the Cards

The front of a Memory Card is simply the name of the lesson as it appears in the Table of Contents
in the Student Reader. (I prefer to use the blank side of an index card as the front.) When my students were
young, I chose to write the titles myself for neatness, efficiency, and consistency. Once they were older, they
wrote out the titles.
The back of the Memory Card, ruled or not, is the student’s blank slate. I recommend that the
volume number appear in the top left corner, the lesson number in the top right corner, and the date
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of the lesson at the bottom. But after that, the space in the middle is theirs for narration, copywork, or
summarization.
The following are samples of what might be expected from Younger, Middle, and Older Students,
respectively.

Vol. 1

David

32

David was a good king. As a boy he fought Goliath. He
played the harp. He wrote Psalms. David loved the Lord.

1055 B.C.

Vol. 1

David

32

David was the second king of Israel. As a boy, he killed Goliath and
played the harp for Saul. Saul became his enemy, but David cared
for him and cried when Saul and Jonathan died. David followed Saul
as king. He was not perfect, but he loved the Lord and was sorry
when he sinned.

1055 B.C.
Vol. 1

David

32

Even as a boy, David had a calling on his life. He was anointed
by Samuel; he killed Goliath; and he ministered to Saul. When
Saul died, David grieved his death but went on to become one
of the most beloved kings of Israel. We know much about the
heart of David from the many Psalms he wrote of joy, pain,
and suffering. The lineage of Jesus Christ can be traced to
David.
1055 B.C.
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Storing the Cards

Index cards can easily be kept handy with a rubber band or card box. But for using them as
flashcards, I highly recommend storing them in a two-ring minibinder or using spiral-bound index cards.
These can be found in an assortment of shapes and sizes at most office supply stores. Most come with 50
cards. If you use a minibinder, you can buy additional predrilled cards or make your own out of ordinary
index cards by using a standard three-hole punch. (The spacing of this hole punch will match.) Most
minibinders will hold 108 cards to match the number of lessons in this volume.
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Wall of Fame Timeline Suggestions
On each and every “Take Another Look” review page, I encourage students to add timeline figures
to a timeline. There are many different methods for assembling attractive and functional timelines. I’ve
seen them in notebooks, on walls, on butcher paper, wrapped around stairwells, mounted in bathrooms,
and placed on pattern cutting boards (my personal favorite). The important thing is to make a timeline for
your family or classroom that will work for you this year with this volume based on your students’ interests
and the space you have available. Inevitably, those factors will change with time.
I suggest that you adapt your methods of keeping a timeline as you go rather than stress out
over choosing one that will work for the next 5 to 10 years. Think one year at a time with the vision of
going big when they’re young and going small when they’re older. If you need, I have provided specific
recommendations for both big and small options. My favorite big timeline is built on a pattern cutting
board; my favorite small timeline is kept in a notebook. By all means, be as simple or elaborate as you want.
I’ve concluded that any timeline—be it messy, crooked, or crowded—is better than no timeline at all.
I. The Pattern Cutting Board
One great way to make an attractive portable timeline
is to use a pattern cutting board (also called a sewing board).
These large pieces of cardboard can be found at fabric and craft
stores. When held vertically, the inside of the board (the plain
brown side) serves as the backdrop for the placement of timeline
strips and illustrated figures. I like this timeline because I can lay
it on the floor while we’re working on it (for little ones to hover
over), hang it on a wall to display our work and conduct drills
(Photo 1), and fold it up and put it away when not in use. It is
also easy to transport to co-op, Sunday school, Grandma’s house,
or history fairs. When I can’t hang it from a wall, I can display it
on a portable easel.
Plan A follows my ideas for making your own decorative
timeline figures as described on each “Take Another Look!” review
page. This plan might appeal to students who are artistically
inclined or who really enjoy hands-on work. A bit of fun is
built in as some figures require wrinkling, burning, tearing,
etc. The work required to make these pieces helps students
to remember curious details of the character or event. Thus,
the advantage of this plan is its built-in reinforcement and the
personal satisfaction gained from all the hard work put into it.
(Photo 2)

Photo 1

Photo 2
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Plan B uses the beautifully illustrated
figures by Amy Pak from History Through the Ages.
For your convenience, I reference these figures by
name in italics on each “Take Another Look!”
review page. This plan might appeal to children
who like to color, to Older Students, or to those
who are just too busy or bogged down to make
their own figures. The advantage of this plan is that
it is quick, easy, and visually attractive. (Photo 3)
Photo 3
I chose to photocopy these figures on tan-colored
paper to match the cover of Volume I, but they could easily be left in black and white for students to fill in
with colored pencils. Regardless of whether you use Plan A or Plan B, I suggest that you set up a pattern
cutting board or something similar using a cardboard project board or scraps of a refrigerator box. It’s a
great visual. I recommend that families or classrooms share one board and build it together.
A. Materials Needed
• 1 foldable pattern cutting board. To my knowledge,
there are two brands of these boards. The Wright’s
brand, available at most Hobby Lobby stores, is the
smaller of the two at 36 by 60 inches. The Dritz
brand, found at most Walmart stores, is larger at 40
by 72 inches. Amazon carries them both. (Photo 4)
My directions will work for either, except that the
larger board will give you much more space to work
with and will require more than one roll of adhesive
paper for covering.
• 1–2 rolls of self-adhesive, multipurpose decorative
covering, more commonly referred to as Con-Tact
paper. You’ll need 1 roll for the Wright’s cutting
board or 2 rolls for the Dritz. Choose a color or motif
of your liking. The marbled ones are a great choice.
• 1 roll of colored packing tape or duct tape (1.88
inches by 20 yards) to match your choice of adhesive
paper

Photo 4

• 1 yard of ropy cord or ribbon to make a closure for the board
• 1 foot of clear adhesive tape (for securing the closure on the board)
• A yardstick
• Scissors
• A helper (I’m not kidding on this one!)
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B. Covering the Board
(It will take approximately 45 minutes to complete this preliminary task.)
1. You will not want to begin this project without the extra hands of an older child or another
adult to help you place the adhesive paper. Otherwise, it will take you much longer to position the adhesive paper without crinkling it. (I tried!)
2. Lay the pattern cutting board open on the
floor. Unroll the adhesive paper and measure a
strip the width of your board (the short direction, not the long direction). Cut the strip, peel
off the backing, and with your helper, lay down
the adhesive paper. If it is crooked or has folds,
it will lift off for a second try. Repeat these
steps for both the front and the back of the
cutting board, overlapping each strip a few
inches over the last. When you reach the ends
of the board, it is easiest to stop the adhesive
paper at the edge rather than attempt to wrap
it around the edges. The exposed edges of raw
cardboard will not present a problem.
(Photo 5)
3. With both sides of the board covered, you may
find that the board is tight and hard to fold up.
To correct this problem, use a sharp pair of
scissors to score the outside of the cutting
board in several places. Run the scissors down
a few outside creases to cut a slight gap in the
adhesive paper. (Photo 6) This will cause a
small part of the board to be exposed, which is
why I suggest doing this on the outside rather
than the inside. It is the inside of the cutting
board where you will place all the timeline
figures.

Photo 5

Photo 6

4. Open the cutting board so that the inside is
facing up. It is now time to mark the places for
the tape strips.
5. For the Wright’s brand cutting board: Use a
yardstick and pencil to mark 2 inches, 4 inches,
6 inches, and 8 inches from the top of each
panel on the edge of the cutting board. Make
the marks evenly on both edges of the board.
(Photo 7)

Photo 7
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		 Unwind a length of duct tape or packing tape that will go
across the width of the cutting board with a little length to
spare. Carefully lay the tape strip down horizontally
between the 2-inch mark and the 4-inch mark. The tape is
fairly forgiving should you need to lift and reapply. Trim
the excess. Repeat this step, laying down tape between the
6-inch mark and the 8-inch mark. You are laying 2 parallel
strips on each panel. There will be 12 tape strips in all.
(Photo 8)
6. For the Dritz brand cutting board: Use a yardstick and
pencil to mark 2½ inches, 4½ inches, 7 inches, and 9
inches from the top of each panel on the edge of the cutting board. (Remember, this board is larger and requires
the strips to be spaced farther apart.) Make these marks
evenly on both edges of the board.

Photo 8

		 Unwind a length of duct tape or packing tape that will go across the
cutting board with a little length to spare. Carefully lay the tape strip
down between the 2½-inch mark and the 4½-inch mark. The tape
is fairly forgiving should you need to lift and reapply. Trim the excess.
Repeat this step, laying down tape between the 7-inch mark and the
9-inch mark. You are laying 2 parallel strips on each panel. There will
be 12 in all.
7. To make a decorative closure for the board, fold it all the way shut.
Mark the center point of the spine of the board. Find the middle of
the length of one yard of ropy cord. Use clear packing tape to adhere
the cord at its middle to the center point of the spine of the board.
(Photo 9) Students can tie and untie this cord when storing and
using the board.

Photo 9

8. Last, I suggest attaching a title cover to the outside of the board to
identify its time period. It should read “The Mystery of History, Volume I. Creation to the Resurrection.” You might consider scanning
and printing the cover of Volume I and attaching it with clear tape,
as pictured here on a partially closed board. (Photo 10)
C. Preparing the Figures
Now that your board is assembled, remember that you have two plans to
choose from for adding figures to your timeline. You can make your own figures
following my suggestions (Plan A) or use predrawn figures from History Through
the Ages (Plan B). I have a few tips for each.
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1. Plan A (Making Your Own Figures)
Materials: Approximately 150 blank 3-by-5-inch index cards (If you use 4-by-6-inch cards,
you will not need as many.); pencils; colored pencils; colorful fine-tip markers; scissors; glue;
some household items that will be specified when needed
I find it easiest to make my own figures on white cardstock using colorful markers and pencils to
outline and decorate with. Blank 3-by-5-inch and 4-by-6-inch index cards will work for most figures.
On “Take Another Look!” review pages, I give ideas for making and decorating your figures. (Feel free to
elaborate!) Your children’s interest level may dictate how extensive you get on adding these details. I have
certainly helped make several figures myself over the years to move my students along in the process.
At the end of this section, I have provided a pattern of a male and a female for the times when I
instruct students to make a person. I recommend that you photocopy these templates or simply trace the
basic outline and cut them out. It would be wise to trace the pattern ahead of time for students, putting
several on a page with ample space around each character. However, do not cut out the patterns ahead of
time because I often ask the students to add something to their character (like a harp, a book, or a crown).
In those instances, it is far easier for students to draw these items around the pattern before cutting it out.
Of course, not all the figures represent people. I also ask students to make boats, mountains, documents,
maps, and the like. (See Photo 2.)
If you make your figures approximately 2 to 4 inches by 2 to 4 inches, then you can get 9 to 11
figures per line, with possible space for adding other characters from other subjects you might be studying.
Note, too, that occasionally I have the students add figures out of order, so please leave spaces or only tape
them on loosely until the timeline is complete.
2. Plan B (Using Predrawn Figures)
Rather than make your own figures, you may choose to use the predrawn ones from History Through
the Ages. (See Photo 3.) These figures, which are a separate purchase, can be photocopied onto colored
paper to match the theme of the time period or used as is. (Or you may purchase the figures on CD-ROM
and choose to print the ones you need.) Students can color and/or cut out the figures prior to placing them
on the timeline. You can make this option as simple or as complicated as you want. Some students may
even want to incorporate some of the creative ideas from Plan A into Plan B by decorating the predrawn
figures with a few extra details. For all of Amy Pak’s pieces to fit on the smaller pattern board (Wright’s
brand), place about 12 figures per line.
D. Attaching the Figures
Some families prefer to make the timeline figures on the day that they study the corresponding
lesson. However, I like to do the exercise one time later in the week as a means of bringing characters back
to mind from days earlier. (To be perfectly honest, I prefer to drag out timeline supplies only one day a
week instead of three.)
On review day, you usually need to create just three figures—one from each lesson of the week. If
you are using History Through the Ages figures, occasionally there is more than one figure for each lesson.
Either way, after creating a timeline figure, tape it on the board at the appropriate place. The timeline
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strips for Volume I run from the bottom up to help a student
grasp that B.C. time is counted backward. (Timeline boards
for Volumes II–IV run from the top down. This makes sense
when they are all lined up together.)
The first figures placed on the board will be from
Lessons 1, 2, and 3 of Week 1. On the next page is an excerpt
from Week 1 that indicates my suggestions for homemade
figures (Photo 11) or predrawn figures (Photo 12). Please
know that the first week of making your own timeline figures
will take the longest because I ask the students to create a figure
for each of the seven days of Creation. So plan a little extra time
at the start for this. Later on, things will go faster as I usually
have students making only one figure per lesson.

Photo 11

You will notice in the sample on the next page that for
your convenience the names of Amy Pak’s predrawn figures
Photo 12
are in italics. History Through the Ages timeline packets include
hundreds of figures, so this information will streamline your hunt for the figures that best correspond to
The Mystery of History.
I suggest that the rows of figures run from left to right as students work their way all the way up
from the bottom of the board to the top. It is a great visual that helps students see their progress through
the course by the growing number of figures that are added to their timeline.
As a final note, on the top center point of my timeline, I used a hole punch to create a hole just large
enough so that I can hang my timeline on a nail on the wall while we are using it. (See Photo 1.) I highly
recommend this if space allows. When not in use, your timeline board can be folded with the closure cord
wrapped around it and tucked away behind a cabinet or under a sofa. From time to time, we made a game
of searching for a character on the board or pointing to a random character and asking the student to
supply some information about him or her.
Remember, your timeline may not turn out perfectly, but it is just one of many ways to observe and
appreciate God’s marvelous hand in history. I hope you enjoy it!
II. Timeline Notebooks
Mature Middle Students and most Older Students may find a wall timeline too juvenile for their
taste. For them, I strongly recommend building a timeline notebook. There are many on the market, or you
can make your own out of a binder. My personal favorite is the one designed by Amy Pak of Homeschool
in the Woods, titled History Through the Ages: Record of Time. Amy has also created an affordable Placement
Guide to show you exactly who needs to go where so that all her timeline figures will fit in the notebook.
Both of these products, as well as timeline figures, are available on my website www.TheMysteryofHistory.
com or you can visit www.homeschoolinthewoods.com.
Students using The Mystery of History may not be studying all of Amy Pak’s timeline figures (She
has hundreds!), but they are there for your reference in the Placement Guide and may be of interest for
your student to add.
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• Creation (c. 4004 B.C.) — Cut seven circles, about
3 inches in diameter, from cardstock or index cards. Label the
circles “Day 1,” “Day 2,” etc. Follow the Bible to draw on each
circle something symbolic of what God created on each day
of Creation. Line up these circles on the bottom (beginning)
of your timeline. [From History Through the Ages, use The
Creation.]

History Through the Ages Figure -- The Creation

• Adam and Eve (c. 4004 B.C.) — Create the figures of
Adam and Eve (using the template or pattern provided in “Wall
of Fame Timeline Suggestions” in the front of this Companion
Guide). Write the names “Adam” and “Eve” on your figures and
give them each a gold cross to indicate that they are in the
lineage of Christ. Add the date. If you are industrious, glue
small leaves on the figures to represent the efforts of Adam and
Eve to cover their sin and shame. Place Adam and Eve just after
Creation on your timeline. [Use Adam and Eve and also, if you
wish, Cain and Abel.]

History Through the Ages Figure -- Adam and Eve

• Jubal and Tubal-Cain (Seven Generations after
Adam) — Use the template provided to create two male
figures. Before cutting them out, sketch one figure holding a
harp and the other an iron rod. Cut them out and label the
figures properly. Place these on your timeline after Adam and
Eve. Since we are not giving them an exact date, you may choose
to write “Seven Generations after Adam” on a small strip of
paper. Attach the strip below both figures on your timeline.
[Use Jubal and Tubal-Cain.]

History Through the Ages Figure -- Jubal and Tubal-Cain
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Semester I
Quarter I

Quarter 1, Week 1

1

2
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Week 1
What Do You Know?
Pretest 1
Pretests are just what they sound like. They are a “pre” test, not a real test. They are designed to
measure what you might already know about the lessons to come and introduce you to new people and
places. Keep the pretests fun. I suggest you check your answers but do not record your grade. There is a
good chance you will miss a lot of questions! But that’s okay. If you knew all the answers, you wouldn’t need
to take this course. Consider this pretest and those to follow as sneak peeks into what you will be learning.
Jeopardy! Our format today follows the television game show Jeopardy! As they do on TV, I am
going to supply you with an answer. Choose the right question from the list at the bottom of this page and
give it orally or write it in the space provided. Answers for all the pretests are provided by the week in the
Appendix at the back of the book so you can see how well you did.
1. The book of the Bible that explains how man was created.
2. The day of Creation in which the sun, moon, and stars were created.
3. The day of Creation in which God rested.
4. The first two people God created.
5. Children of Adam and Eve.
6. The name of a man who made instruments and taught music.
7. Sin and death entered the world.
8. The person mentioned in the Bible who crafted bronze and iron.
What is Day 7 of Creation?

What is Day 4 of Creation?

Who is Jubal?

Who are Adam and Eve?

What is Genesis?

What is the result of Adam’s disobedience?

Who is Tubal-Cain?

Who are Cain and Abel?
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Lesson 1

Creation

c. 4004 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 1
1A—All Students
Student Notebook. While teachers and students may share The Mystery of History Student
Reader and Companion Guide, I suggest that each student have his or her own Student Notebook in the
form of a three-ring binder. The purpose of the Student Notebook is to create a meaningful keepsake for
student work—conveniently divided by continents.
Here’s what I mean: At the end of student activities that involve paperwork or photos, and at the
end of mapping exercises, I offer a suggestion for where to store these projects by naming the continent
and country/region where it belongs. For example, you will see directions stating, “File in your Student
Notebook under ‘Asia: China.’”
To set up your Student Notebook, you need to create continent dividers and country/region divider
pages as described below. Let’s start the school year right by getting organized!
Materials: 2-inch or 3-inch three-ring binder (preferably with inside pockets for extra
storage); 8 notebook dividers with tabs; 15 sheets of notebook paper (lined or unlined); 8
clear plastic sleeves; pens or pencils; fine-tip markers. Optional: 1 copy of Outline Map 9,
“The World” (located at the end of Week 1), colored pencils, scissors, glue
a. Make a divider tab for each of the seven continents and one tab for miscellaneous items as
shown below:
Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America, Miscellaneous
b. Insert the tabs into the dividers and file them in your Student Notebook in alphabetical
order with the “Miscellaneous” section at the end. (Because it’s hard to pin down the exact
location of some ancient history, our “Miscellaneous” tab will be used frequently!)
c. Optional: If you enjoy coloring projects, use Outline Map 9, “The World,” to color and cut
the shape of each continent and glue it to its divider.
d. You can make country/region divider pages as you go through the course or make them all
ahead of time. Either way, you simply need to write the name of the country (e.g., Egypt) or
region (e.g., Middle East) in the middle of a lined or unlined piece of notebook paper using
your best handwriting. Fine-tip markers may make these more visually appealing. Be as creative as you desire. File these behind the continent where they belong (in alphabetical order).
		 If you want to make all the country/region divider pages you’ll need ahead of time, I’ve provided a chart of them on the next page. You will notice in the chart that Antarctica, Australia,
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and South America don’t have country divider pages. That’s because we won’t cover those
continents in this volume. However, I’d like you to make the continent dividers anyway as a
visual reminder of the seven continents or as a placeholder for future volumes of The Mystery
of History.
e. Some students will enjoy making a cover for the outside or inside of their Student Notebook. Be as creative as you desire.
f. Keep your Student Notebook in a convenient location to store completed activities and
mapping exercises. You may also want to use the “Miscellaneous” tab to store quizzes, exercises, quarterly worksheets, and Semester Tests.

Student Notebook Dividers
Continents

Countries (Regions)

Africa

Egypt; Tunisia

Antarctica

(no country page dividers needed)

Asia

China; India; Iran (Persia); Iraq (Mesopotamia); Israel;
Lebanon (Phoenicia); Middle East; Turkey

Australia

(no country page dividers needed)

Europe

England; Greece; Italy (Ancient Rome); Macedonia

North America

United States

South America

(no country page dividers needed)

Miscellaneous

(no country page dividers needed)
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Lesson 2

Adam and Eve

c. 4004 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 2
2A—Younger Students
Create a New Animal!
Materials: Play-Doh modeling compound or clay
To appreciate the difficulty of creating anything, take PlayDoh modeling compound or clay and make up your own animal
unlike anything on earth. Then try to come up with a name for
it like Adam did. Genesis 2:19–20 says that God gave Adam the
job of naming the beasts of the field and the birds of the air! Have
someone take a picture of you and your animal; file it in your
Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.” (Photo 2A)
2B—Middle Students
Self-Portrait.
Materials: mirror, colored pencils, three-holepunched white paper

Photo 2A

Use colored pencils and a mirror to create a self-portrait on three-hole-punched white paper. Why?
Because according to Scripture, you were made in the image of God! Title your drawing, “[Your name]
Made in the Image of God.” File it in your Student Notebook under the continent and country where you
were born (e.g., “North America: Canada”).
2C—Older Students
Adam and His Kin. Use the next week or two to read and discuss Adam and His Kin by Ruth
Beechick. Though the author has embellished the biblical account to tell a story, it is in my opinion a
thought-provoking look into early mankind.
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Lesson 3

Seven Generations after Adam

Jubal and Tubal-Cain
Activities for Lesson 3
3A—All Students
Field Trip Opportunity. If there is an ironmaking plant or factory in your area, set up a visit and
learn about the process.
3B—Younger Students
Name That Tune. Do you play an instrument? Play Name That Tune with your siblings or teacher.
With any musical instrument, try to make the sounds of a familiar song and have others guess the song.
If you can, use a recorder or flute (one of Jubal’s instruments).
3C—Middle Students
Octaves. On a piano, stringed instrument, or recorder, play an octave scale. That is the name we
give to eight sounds that repeat themselves over and over again, going higher and lower. You can remember
that an octave is eight notes because it is like the word octopus, a sea creature that has eight legs. Both of those
words come from the Latin word octum, which means “eight.” If you can read music, write out the notes to
an octave. Title the page “Jubal Teaches Music” and file it in your Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
3D—Older Students
Bronze Age and Iron Age. Archaeologists often use the terms Bronze Age or Iron Age to describe
the evidence of the kinds of tools man used or made in a particular era. The making of bronze and iron is
obviously relevant to understanding the progress of early man. Research the process of making bronze or
iron. Emphasize the difficulty of the process, giving early man credit for his intelligence. File your findings
in your Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
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Take Another Look!
Review 1: Lessons 1–3
Now it’s time to review the people, places, and things we have studied so far. That will be easy this
week because we just got started together. But over the months to come, this will become more challenging.
First, though, you should know these few details. Time is counted backward until the time of Christ.
For ancient time, I will use the abbreviation b.c.—which stands for “Before Christ.” (Some modernists
choose to use b.c.e. to describe ancient time, which stands for “Before the Common Era.”) a.d. is the term
I will use in this book to refer to everything since the birth of Christ (not since His death). a.d. stands for
Anno Domini—which is Latin for “in the year of the Lord.”
Occasionally you will see the abbreviation c. before a date. It stands for “circa” and means “about.”
So if a date is not known exactly, the date given may have a c. before it.
You will also notice that I often give only one date for a person’s life. The truth is, of course, that
people live for many, many years. To keep the timeline simple, however, in most cases I am having you
learn one significant date rather than life-span dates. For example, when we learn about Julius Caesar, I
will place the date 49 b.c. by his name. He was born many years before then, but he became an important
conqueror of Rome in 49 b.c. So I picked that date to remember him by.
Out of all the important dates we will study together, there are 12 that I would like you to memorize.
I’ll tell you about them as we go along.
Memory Cards
Memory Cards are homemade flashcards and a great way to review your history lessons. More
information on how to make, store, and use these cards can be found in the front of this Companion Guide.
This week, make Memory Cards for Lessons 1-3. Or you may choose to make timeline figures that are
described below. (Some of you will want to do both!)
Wall of Fame
Put figures for the following people and events on your timeline in the order given. I have provided
details for making your own handmade illustrated pieces for a notebook, wall, or foldable sewing board.
(For details on constructing a timeline, refer to the section “Wall of Fame Timeline Suggestions” in the
front of this book.)
Materials: Approximately 150 blank 3-by-5-inch index cards (If you use 4-by-6-inch cards,
you will not need as many.); pencils; colored pencils; colorful fine-tip markers; scissors; glue;
some household items that will be specified when needed
For those of you who would prefer to use premade timeline figures created by Amy Pak of
Homeschool in the Woods, I am including in brackets the names of the figures from History Through
the Ages—Creation to Christ that best correspond to our lessons. Many of you will want to consider the
convenience of premade figures rather than create your own. It is a personal preference.
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•
•

•

Creation (c. 4004 B.C.) — Cut seven circles, about 3 inches in diameter, from cardstock or
index cards. Label the circles “Day 1,” “Day 2,” etc. Follow the Bible to draw on each circle
something symbolic of what God created on each day of Creation. Line up these circles on the
bottom (beginning) of your timeline. [From History Through the Ages, use The Creation.]
Adam and Eve (c. 4004 B.C.) — Create the figures of Adam and Eve (using the template
or pattern provided in “Wall of Fame Timeline Suggestions” in the front of this Companion
Guide). Write the names “Adam” and “Eve” on your figures and give them each a gold cross to
indicate that they are in the lineage of Christ. Add the date. If you are industrious, glue small
leaves on the figures to represent the efforts of Adam and Eve to cover their sin and shame.
Place Adam and Eve just after Creation on your timeline. [Use Adam and Eve and also, if you
wish, Cain and Abel.]
Jubal and Tubal-Cain (Seven Generations after Adam) — Use the template provided to
create two male figures. Before cutting them out, sketch one figure holding a harp and the other
an iron rod. Cut them out and label the figures properly. Place these on your timeline after
Adam and Eve. Since we are not giving them an exact date, you may choose to write “Seven
Generations after Adam” on a small strip of paper. Attach the strip below both figures on your
timeline. [Use Jubal and Tubal-Cain.]

If you enjoy timeline work, you could add the men listed in the Bible between Adam and
Noah. Eight men are listed in Genesis, Chapter 5. They all lived to be verrrrrrrry old! One of them was
Methuselah, who the Bible says is the oldest man that ever lived! (You can find a premade figure titled
Methuselah in History Through the Ages.)
SomeWHERE in Time
Maps. Each week, I encourage you to complete the age-appropriate mapping exercises that have
been created just for you. History and geography pair beautifully together! If a blank outline map is
required, I have provided it on the pages following the exercise for your convenience. Answer Key maps
for some mapping exercises are provided in the Answer Key in the Appendix.
For those of you who like to work ahead of time—printing all the outline maps you need for the
entire course—we have also included the outline maps in one place in the Appendix with a guide indicating
how many copies of each outline map are needed for Younger, Middle, or Older Students. Other helpful
items needed for mapping through the year are listed below.
Materials: Colored pencils; pencils; pens; colorful fine-tip markers; crayons; three-hole
punch; three-ring binder (referred to as “Student Notebook”); 8 dividers and tabs (one
divider for each continent)
Atlases. You’ll also need to have on hand atlases from which to obtain the information to record
on your maps. I recommend both a Bible atlas and a historical atlas. Our favorites are The Student Bible
Atlas by Tim Dowley and Rand McNally’s Historical Atlas of the World. Or you may want to consider
WonderMaps, a digital atlas by Tyler Hogan (Bright Ideas Press). WonderMaps coordinates beautifully
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with The Mystery of History. To find the exact information you need in WonderMaps, follow “The Mystery
of History Map Guide” provided in the main menu. ( Just click the name of the map provided, and it will
open for you! No need to hunt.) For your convenience, blank maps from the Student Reader and answer
key maps are also provided in WonderMaps. (Some students may enjoy using black-and-white copies of
the maps as coloring pages.) See the menu and consider the possibilities!
Globes. A globe will be needed for most students—especially for younger ones to help them get
the big picture of our world.
Use color-coding, drawings, symbols, and words to complete your mapping projects. While filling
in your maps with fine-tip markers or colored pencils, be creative and have fun. A well-done map is a piece
of art! Now, with all of that behind us, please proceed with this week’s mapping exercises.
All Students
1. Seven Continents. Can you name the seven continents? Get a map or globe now and name them.
It will be important to know them throughout this course because I recommend that you store
all your papers, projects, maps, etc. by continent in a Student Notebook. (If you have not made a
Student Notebook already, go back to the directions provided in Activity 1A and set it up now.)
If you really enjoy coloring projects, use Outline Map 9, “The World,” to color, cut, and paste an
outline of each continent and glue it to its divider as well.
2. Ancient Cities. From a Bible atlas (like Tim Dowley’s Student Bible Atlas) or using WonderMaps,
locate Babel (Babylon) and Nineveh, two of the very earliest cities ever built that are mentioned in
Lesson 3.
Middle and Older Students: Mark these cities on Outline Map 6, “The Middle East,” and label
them in your best handwriting. Color the landmasses and water. An Answer Key map titled “Review
1-2 & 3 Answer Key” has been provided. File your map under “Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia)” in your
Student Notebook.
Older Students
3. More Ancient Cities. In addition to the above mapping exercise, search the internet for the ancient
cities of Erech, Accad, and Calah, which are also mentioned in Lesson 3. These cities are not in
everyday atlases and will require some investigative work. I suggest using Google Images in your
search for ancient maps. Mark these cities on your map. (An Answer Key map titled “Review 1-2 &
3 Answer Key” has been provided.) File this map under “Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia)” in your Student
Notebook.
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Map 9
The World

Copyright © 2009 Tyler Hogan

“WonderMaps”

877.492.8081
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Bright Ideas Press 877.492.8081

Map 6
The Middle East

What Did You Miss?
Week 1: Exercise
These exercises and review quizzes are a regular part of this course of study. But listen—
they can be fun! These questions will help you to go back to all the people and events you have learned and
remember them. Answers to all the exercises and review quizzes are provided by the week in the Answer
Key in the Appendix of this book.
When you come to a “What Did You Miss?” exercise, you are expected and encouraged to use your
Student Reader to find the right answers. The number of questions will increase as we study more people
and events. There are 16 exercises to keep you sharp throughout this volume of study. This first one is easy.
1. Cut out the pattern below to make seven identical circles on heavy paper.
2. Draw and color a way to depict each of the seven days of Creation on the circles. For example, Day 7 might be a picture of a bed to symbolize rest.
3. On the back of each circle, write the answer, like “Day 1: Day and night,” and so on. Answers
are provided in the Answer Key.
4. Store your circles in a small bag and keep them in the pocket of your Student Notebook. Use
them like flashcards to drill yourself on the order of events in Creation.
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What Do You Know?

Week 2

Pretest 2
Matching. Match the following items by placing the correct letter next to the number.
1. Noah

a. A time period when the earth was colder

2. Shem, Ham, and Japheth

b. The name of a creature found in the Bible

3. Rainbow

c. The sons of Noah

4. Glacier

d. Symbol of God’s promise given after the flood

5. Water vapor canopy

e. A righteous man

6. Ice Age

f. The scientist who named dinosaurs

7. Sir Richard Owen

g. A
 probable blanket of moisture that once hung
over the earth

8. Behemoth

h. A giant sheet of ice that moves

Quarter 1, Week 2
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2349 b.c.

Lesson 4

Noah and the Flood
Activities for Lesson 4
4A—All Students
Field Trip! Visit the Ark Encounter,
located in Williamstown, Kentucky, to see a
full-sized replica of Noah’s ark—and much
more. (Photo 4A) If you’re unable to visit in
person, consider watching a short drone video
of the ark at the following website:
https://arkencounter.com/about/

Photo 4A

4B—Younger Students
“Concentration” Card Game.

Materials: Deck of playing cards
Noah had a great challenge in caring for the pairs of animals that God brought to the ark. To
remember these pairs, play the card game of “Concentration.” Taking a deck of playing cards, lay all the
cards out in rows, face side down. By turning over only two cards at a time, try to match the most pairs
together to win the game. (For example, match two fours, either color; two kings, either color; etc.) If 26
pairs seem like a lot, imagine the number of animals paired together that entered the ark!
4C—Middle Students
The Biblical Flood. The Bible gives some amazing detail about the flood. Use a Bible to find
the answers to these questions. On a separate piece of paper, write your answers in complete sentences.
Answers to these questions can be found in the Answer Key in the Appendix.
1. How many days total did it rain when God flooded the earth?
2. How old was Noah when the flood covered the earth?
3. What bird did Noah send out of the ark first (a raven or a dove)?
4. Who closed the door of the ark?
5. How many cubits high did the water rise?
6. How long did the flood last?
7. How many times did Noah send out a dove?
8. What was the first thing Noah did when he got off the ark?
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9. How many people were on the ark?
10. What was God’s promise in Genesis 8:21?
File your answers in the “Asia: Turkey” section of your Student Notebook because it is traditionally
believed that “Ararat” (as written in Genesis 8:4) is Mt. Ararat in Turkey. The issue remains in debate.
4D—Older Students
Noah’s Ark: A Feasibility Study. Can you imagine how much food and water Noah needed on
the ark to feed all the animals? I can’t imagine it, but the author of the book Noah’s Ark: A Feasibility Study
has. In the study, John Woodmorappe determined the amount of food, water, and other supplies that
would have been needed for Noah, his family, and all the animals. The figures are staggering. Investigate
it for yourself at the Answers in Genesis website:
www.answersingenesis.org
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Lesson 5

The Ice Age

c. 2300–1600 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 5
5A—Younger Students
1. Bundling Up for the Ice Age. Pretend you are living in the Ice Age and dress accordingly, using
hats, boots, gloves, furs, and blankets. Name the things you have today to keep you warm that an Ice Age
boy or girl would not have had (like an electric blanket).
2. Belly Full of Ice. To remember this lesson, host a simple contest for two or more contestants.
Lie on your back with ice cubes on your belly and see who can last the longest!
5B—Middle Students
Animals in the Ice Age. When considering the Ice Age, it is not uncommon to have visions of
woolly mammoths, saber-toothed cats, mastodons, and giant ground sloths. These animals, which are extinct
now, had unique features to help them survive cold climates. Research one or more of these interesting
creatures by seeking answers to these five questions:
1. Where did this animal live?
2. What did this animal eat?
3. What features of this animal were unique to its survival? (e.g., woolly mammoth’s heavy coat)
4. Where have this animal’s remains been found?
5. What present-day animal does this mammal closely resemble?
Include pictures with your report and file it in your Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
5C—Older Students
Photo Collage. I stated in our lesson that 95 percent of all fossils are marine animals. Research
the variety of marine fossils found around the world. Print photos from the internet of samples of the
following (current or fossilized):

• arthropods (spiders, crabs, etc.)
• brachiopods (two-shelled animals)
• cephalopods (mollusks)
• corals

• echinoderms (spiny animals or
those having five arms)

• fish
• gastropods (snails and bivalves)

Trim and arrange your photos in a collage on three-hole-punched, 8½-by-11-inch paper. Leave
room for a brief description of each fossil type. File in your Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
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Lesson 6

Created on the Fifth and Sixth Days
Dinosaurs

Activities for Lesson 6
6A—Younger and Middle Students
1. Noah and the Dinosaurs. Draw a picture of Noah and the ark when the animals arrived in
pairs. To keep the drawing biblically accurate, add pairs of dinosaurs to the scene, such as Triceratops,
Stegosaurus, and Diplodocus dinosaurs! File your picture under “Miscellaneous” in your Student Notebook.
2. Make-and-Bake Fossils.
Materials: Twigs, shells, pasta (ziti or macaroni); 1 cup flour; ½ cup salt; 1 cup old coffee
grounds; ½ cup cooled coffee; rolling pin
Press and remove twigs, shells, or pasta pieces (ziti and macaroni) into homemade dough to make
fossil impressions of ancient creatures. To make your dough, mix 1 cup flour, ½ cup salt, 1 cup old coffee
grounds, ½ cup cooled coffee. Add flour for desired consistency. To make imprints, divide dough into balls;
flatten dough onto a baking sheet; press and remove twigs, shells, or pasta to create fossil impressions.
Bake for 30 minutes at 350 degrees. Take pictures for your Student Notebook and file them under
“Miscellaneous.”
6B—Middle Students
Dinosaur Study. One way to study dinosaurs is to organize them by type. Using a coloring
book of dinosaurs (that you can easily take apart), organize commonly found dinosaurs by the suggested
categories listed below. This may require some research! Store your dinosaurs in envelopes marked by the
suggested types. File these in the back of your Student Notebook.

• Horned dinosaurs				• Flying reptiles
• Plated and armored dinosaurs 		
• Marine reptiles
• Bone-headed and parrot-like dinosaurs • Lightweights
• Meat-eating dinosaurs			
• Clawed dinosaurs
• Big plant eaters

6C—Older Students
1. Strange Beasts. Research modern sightings of rare and strange beasts. I do not and would not
believe everything I read on the internet, but do a search of possible dinosaur sightings in the last century.
You might be surprised.
Quarter 1, Week 2
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2. Facts on Fossil Fuels. It was once commonly believed that dinosaur remains contributed to
fossil fuels. What are fossil fuels? What part do they play in our modern world? Could dinosaur remains
have contributed to them? What if they didn’t? What are the implications for our energy-dependent
societies? Write a short report and share your findings with your class or family. File your research in your
Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
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Take Another Look!
Review 2: Lessons 4–6
Memory Cards
Make your Memory Cards for Lessons 4–6.
Wall of Fame
I hope you started a timeline last week. If you did not, it’s not too late to back up and get started!
Building a timeline can be very rewarding and provides a wonderful keepsake. Remember that each week I
will give you directions for creating your own illustrated timeline figures. Feel free to modify and embellish
my ideas to create your own memorable pieces. I will also provide you with the names of premade figures
from History Through the Ages, should you choose to use those instead.

•

•
•

Noah and the Flood (2349 b.c.)—What could better depict Noah than the ark itself? On cardstock

or a blank index card, draw and color an ark floating on the water. Title the card “Noah and the
Flood – 2349 b.c.” Place a golden cross in the corner of the card to signify that the lineage of Christ
was preserved on the ark. Place the figure next to Jubal and Tubal-Cain (or other descendants of
Adam if you chose to add them). [From History Through the Ages, use Noah and the Flood.]
The Ice Age (c. 2300–1600 b.c.)—Because the Ice Age spans a long period of time, write the words

“Ice Age” in squiggly letters (as if they’re shivering) on a long strip of paper. Starting just after
the flood, attach this strip underneath your other figures to cover about 700 years. [Use The Ice
Age.]
Dinosaurs (Created on the Fifth and Sixth Days)—On your timeline, scatter various pictures of

dinosaurs all throughout the early years of civilization beginning with the fifth and sixth days of
Creation. We do not know the exact years when dinosaurs became extinct! [Use The Dinosaurs.]

SomeWHERE in Time
Younger and Middle Students
1. Mt. Ararat. Using a modern atlas (such as Rand McNally’s Historical Atlas of the World), the internet,
or WonderMaps, find Mt. Ararat. Mt. Ararat is the mountain on which many believe the ark settled
when the waters subsided. Several expeditions have gone out even in just the last 10 years to try to
find the ark. Wouldn’t that be a faith-building discovery? Finding the ark would lead many to believe
in the Bible’s story of the flood.
Older Students
2. The Ice Age. Use the internet to research the parts of the earth that most geologists believe were
covered in ice during the Ice Age. On Outline Map 9, “The World,” use a yellow highlighter to
indicate these areas. Remember, only some parts of the earth were covered in ice sheets during the
Ice Age. Warm climates still existed far away from the North Pole. Denote this fact by coloring the
remaining landmasses brown and the water blue. (An Answer Key map titled “Review 2-2 Answer
Key” has been provided.) File this under “Miscellaneous” in your Student Notebook.
Quarter 1, Week 2
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Map 9
The World

Copyright © 2009 Tyler Hogan

“WonderMaps”

877.492.8081

What Did You Learn?
Week 2: Quiz
This is your first cumulative quiz. These quizzes will cover all previously studied information. This
one is short—they will get longer. Answers to all the quizzes are provided by the week in the
Answer Key in the Appendix of this book.
True or False? Circle your answer.
1. The firmament was created on the second day.

T

F

2. Adam and Eve were created on the fifth day of Creation.

T

F

3. Adam lived to be about 120 years old.

T

F

4. Jubal was a musician with the harp and flute.

T

F

5. Tubal-Cain was a mapmaker.

T

F

6. Ironmaking is a simple task.

T

F

7. After he went out from the ark, Noah built an altar to the Lord.

T

F

8. Deluge is another term for flood.

T

F

9. The earth grew colder after the flood.

T

F

10. According to the Bible, all the dinosaurs died well before the flood.

T

F
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Week 3
What Do You Know?
Pretest 3
Who/What Am I? From the Word Bank below, choose the correct answer for each question. This
is just to see what you might already know. Don’t keep a recorded grade! Save those for quizzes.

1. I am an archaeologist who discovered royal tombs. Who am I?
2. I am a wedge-shaped alphabet. What am I?
3. I am a flattened-looking pyramid. What am I?
4. I am a Greek word meaning “land between the rivers.” What am I?
5. I was a great tower built out of pride. What am I?
6. I am a word meaning “confusion.” What am I?
7. I am a word that refers to the worship of statues, objects, nature, and man. What am I?
8. I am a term referring to a long poem, usually written about history. What am I?

WORD BANK
epic
cuneiform
Tower of Babel
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idolatry
babel
ziggurat

Mesopotamia
Sir C. Leonard Woolley
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Lesson 7

The Sumerians

c. 2300 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 7
7A—Younger Students
Cuneiform Tablet.
Materials: Clay, rolling pin, craft stick, or butter knife
Shape the clay into a rectangle. Roll it out thin and flat with a rolling pin or drinking glass. Use a
stick or butter knife to make indentations that represent cuneiform writings. Leave your tablet in the sun
to harden. Take a picture and file it in the “Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia)” section of your Student Notebook.
How hard might it be to erase your mistakes if you wrote your schoolwork on a clay tablet?
7B—Middle Students
Ziggurat.
Materials: Picture of a ziggurat for a model, Lego plastic
construction toys, or sugar cubes and peanut butter
In appreciation of Sumerian architecture, use building toys
or sugar cubes and peanut butter to build a ziggurat. Don’t forget
ramps, plants, and towers in the center. A real ziggurat was built out of
sun-baked clay bricks. Take a photo of your construction with sugar
cubes (Photo 7B-1) or building toys (Photo 7B-2) and glue it to a
page titled “Architecture of the Sumerians.” File this under “Asia: Iraq
(Mesopotamia)” in your Student Notebook.
7C—Older Students
Advertisement. Pretend to advertise a traveling museum
display of relics discovered by Sir C. Leonard Woolley in the Royal
Tombs of Ur. Use your imagination and a color printer to create this
flyer. Include in your text a few facts about the discovery. File it under
“Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia)” in your Student Notebook.

Photo 7B-1

Photo 7B-2

21

The Mystery of History, Volume I

Lesson 8

The Tower of Babel

2242 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 8
8A—Younger and Middle Students
Tower of Babel. With parental guidance, access a foreign language using a teaching program or
a YouTube video. Listen carefully to the foreign words. Our ears can’t help us to understand even though
we can hear the language. The problem is in our brains, which cannot make sense of the different sounds.
Think of how odd it might have been to be one of the children at the building of the great Tower
of Babel. Could you talk to your sister, father, or friends? We don’t know if families were given the same
language or not. What do you think?
8B—Middle Students
Foreign Language Challenge.
Materials: Directions or instructions from a game or appliance printed out in a language
other than English, colored pencils
Obtain instructions printed in more than one language. With different-colored pencils, circle a
word in English and its corresponding word in the other language. See how many words you can guess
or really translate from English to the other language. One of the challenges is that not all languages put
their adjectives before their nouns as we do in English. There are other challenges to translation. What
do you find the most difficult?
8C—Older Students
Nimrod. Investigate who Nimrod was in the Bible. Find out what his name meant and what his
association was with the Tower of Babel. Write two paragraphs on the topic and file your paper in your
Student Notebook under “Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia).”

Quarter 1, Week 3
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Lesson 9

The Epic of Gilgamesh
Activities for Lesson 9
9A—Younger Students

Telephone. Play the game of “Telephone” with a group of people sitting in a circle. Have one
person whisper a secret message to the person next to him. The secret is passed on to the next person and
so on until it reaches the starting place. The last person says the secret out loud to see how close it is to the
original message.
Some rules might include that no one is allowed to repeat the secret. It can be whispered only once
to each person. Rarely will a message get around the circle without some changes.
Imagine playing the game of “Telephone” for a couple of hundred years! How well might the original
message be retained? How about a couple of thousand years? The Creation story was about two thousand
years old to the Sumerians, and the flood story was a few hundred years old. Considering those figures,
The Epic of Gilgamesh is rather incredible in how closely it resembles the stories from the Bible. This game
will also show you how mistakes in translation can occur!
9B—Middle Students
Tabloids. Tabloid newspapers are notorious for sensationalizing their headlines and distorting
truth. With parental guidance, purchase the most outlandish tabloid you can find at a grocery store or
newsstand. Consider the claims made on the cover. What are the reporter’s sources for the claims? Are
they given? How can you know if the story is true? Write two paragraphs on the importance of credible
sources and documentation. File in your Student Notebook under “Asia: Iraq (Mesopotamia).”
9C—Older Students
The Epic of Gilgamesh. With parental permission, obtain a copy of The Epic of Gilgamesh at your
local library. (Some editions contain inappropriate artwork for younger children. Be cautious!) Advanced
students will want to read it in full. Others may opt to read portions or find information on the internet.
Visit this website:
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/gilgamesh/
Read enough to create two columns on notebook paper to list the similarities to and differences
from the biblical accounts of Creation and the flood. File in your Student Notebook under “Asia: Iraq
(Mesopotamia).”
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Take Another Look!
Review 3: Lessons 7–9
Memory Cards
Make your Memory Cards for Lessons 7–9.
Wall of Fame
Make the figures below as directed or use premade figures as suggested in brackets. Add the figures
to your timeline.

•

The Sumerians (c. 2300 b.c.)—Use a male template to draw a Sumerian man. Give him big oval

•

The Tower of Babel (2242 b.c.)—On cardstock or a blank index card, sketch and color

•

eyes, a beard, and a skirt to depict the likeness of Sumerian sculpture as pictured in the lesson.
Title the figure “The Sumerians – c. 2300 b.c.” [From History Through the Ages, use Sumerian
Civilization Begins, Sumerian Cuneiform, and The Sumerian “Royal Standard of Ur.”]
a tower stretching high into the sky. Title the card “Tower of Babel – 2242 b.c. [Use The Tower
of Babel.]
The Epic of Gilgamesh (c. 2000 b.c.)—On paper, sketch what looks like an open book. Draw

a tree on one page to remind you of the story. Title your card “The Epic of Gilgamesh –
c. 2000 b.c.” [Use The Epic of Gilgamesh.]

SomeWHERE in Time
All Students
Getting to Know Mespotamia. On Outline Map 6, “The Middle East,” write in the following items

using the suggested colored pencils or markers. (Younger Students will need assistance or may opt to simply
find these features on a map and trace the rivers with a finger.) Lightly color the landmasses brown and the
water blue. (An Answer Key titled “Review 3 Answer Key” has been provided.) File this map under “Asia:
Iraq (Mesopotamia)” in your Student Notebook.
Mesopotamia			Black
Sumer				Orange
Tigris River			Light blue
Euphrates River		

Dark blue

City of Babylon		

Purple

City of Ur			Green
Persian Gulf			Turquoise

Quarter 1, Week 3
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Map 6
The Middle East

What Did You Miss?
Week 3: Exercise
“Millionaire Multiple Choice.” Play this game using pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and a onedollar bill (or the equivalent in your currency).
For a correct answer to questions 1 and 2, receive a penny; for questions 3 and 4, a nickel; for
questions 5 and 6, a dime; for questions 7 to 9, a quarter. And, for the final question, receive one dollar
for the correct answer! (Use your Student Reader as a “lifeline.”)
Circle the correct answer for each question.
1. On the fourth day of Creation, God made
a. day and night
b. sea creatures and birds
c. the sun, moon, and stars
d. the firmament
2. Tubal-Cain was known for
a. leatherwork
b. musical works
c. bronze- and ironmaking
d. killing Abel
3. There were how many people on the ark?
a. 10
b. 8
c. 6
d. Unknown
4. The Ice Age
.
a. exposed land bridges for man to travel on
b. covered the entire earth with glaciers
c. was not a real event
d. occurred over a million years ago

Quarter 1, Week 3
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5. The word dinosaur means
a. great beast
b. ancient mammal
c. terrible reptile
d. terrible lizard
6. The Sumerians were advanced enough to have
a. running water
b. schools
c. a written language
d. all of the above
7. The story of the Tower of Babel is found in the Book of
a. Numbers
b. Genesis
c. Deuteronomy
d. Leviticus
8. Mesopotamia means
.
a. terrible lizard
b. flattened pyramid
c. land between the rivers
d. huge rocks
9. In The Epic of Gilgamesh,
ship covered with pitch inside and out.
a. Uzbekistan
b. Gilgamesh
c. Tutankhamen
d. Utnapishtim
10. The Latin term Anno Domini means*
a. after death
b. after the life of the Lord
c. in the year of the Lord
d. year of dominion

.

.

.

was the man who built a great

.

* The answer is in your Student Reader, but it is not in a lesson.
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Week 4
What Do You Know?
Pretest 4
Scramble! Unscramble the words to fill in the blanks. A Word Bank is provided at the bottom of
the page.
.

1. Stonehenge is located in present-day (agEdnln)
.

2. The term megalith means “huge (rkco)”

fields.

3. Some pyramids were as large as ten (lablofot)

to think.

4. Ancient Egyptians thought that people used their (rathe)

.

5. Pharaohs were sometimes buried with their mummified (epts)
River.

6. Most of the pyramids were built along the (elNi)

near Greece.

7. The Minoan civilization flourished on the island of (erCet)
8. King Minos kept a legendary Minotaur that was part man and part (lulb)

.

WORD BANK
football
bull
England

Quarter 1, Week 4
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Lesson 10

Stonehenge

c. 2000 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 10
10A—Younger Students
1. Miniature Stonehenge (Indoors). Create a miniature version of Stonehenge.
Materials: A dozen or more small stones or rocks about the same size, a paper plate, glue
Collect several small stones or rocks of similar
size. Put them in a circle on the edge of a paper plate.
Try to stack some of the rocks on top of each other. They
probably won’t stay up. This should make you realize how
amazing it was that people once built Stonehenge. If you
really like your structure, glue the rocks onto the plate
and write the word “Stonehenge” on the plate. Show it to
your family. Have someone take a picture of you and your
model of Stonehenge; file it under “Europe: England” in
your Student Notebook. (Photo 10A-1)

Photo 10A-1

2. Miniature Stonehenge (Outdoors).
Variation: Build a miniature version of Stonehenge
outdoors using bricks, boxes, or landscape blocks. While
you build, marvel at the accomplishment of the ancient
builders. (Photo 10A-2)
10B—Middle Students
1. Outdoor Circles. If the weather is nice, go out
into your backyard and try to make a huge circle in the
Photo 10A-2
grass. There is a secret to making it easy. Have one person
stand in the middle with a long rope or tape measure. Have another person hold the other end and walk
in a circle. The middle person must stay in one place while the other walks around. The person walking
should mark the trail with birdseed, rocks, or some other markers. Imagine people doing something like
this thousands of years ago when they built Stonehenge in a much larger area than your backyard.
2. Indoor Circles. If the weather is bad, try to draw perfect circles on paper without the help of
any stencil or guide. It’s not very easy to do.
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10C—Older Students
Solstice and Equinox. Do you know the definition of solstice or equinox? These are terms dealing
with the position of the earth in relation to the sun at different seasons. In fact, the spring equinox is used
every year to determine the date of Easter—which explains why the date changes from year to year.
We rely on experts today to calculate the position of the sun relative to the earth because it is a
complicated matter. However, the builders of Stonehenge apparently understood these terms and built
their stones in accordance with them. How is that for early man’s display of intelligence?
Using a resource of your choice, look up solstice, equinox, and Stonehenge. Write down a good
definition of each and file your paper in your Student Notebook under “Europe: England.”

Quarter 1, Week 4

29

Lesson 11

Fourth and Third Centuries b.c.

Early Egypt

Activities for Lesson 11
11A—All Students
Field Trip Opportunity. Students in the U.S., use the list provided to find Egyptian relics and
mummies at a permanent museum display near you.*
Arkansas: Little Rock		

Museum of Science and History

California: San Jose		

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum

Georgia: Atlanta		

Michael C. Carlos Museum, Emory University

Illinois: Urbana		
Spurlock Museum (formerly World Heritage Museum),
					University of Illinois
Massachusetts: Boston

Museum of Fine Arts

Michigan: Detroit		

The Detroit Institute of Arts

Missouri: Kansas City

Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art

New York: Brooklyn		

Brooklyn Museum

New York: Buffalo		

Albright-Knox Art Gallery

New York: New York		

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Ohio: Cleveland		
The Cleveland Museum of Art; The Western Reserve Historical
					Society
Ohio: Toledo			

The Toledo Museum of Art

Pennsylvania: Philadelphia University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
					Anthropology
Virginia: Richmond		

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

*This information comes from Avery Hart and Paul Mantell, Pyramids! 50 Hands-On Activities to Experience Ancient Egypt (Charlotte, VT: Williamson
Publishing, 1997.
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11B—Younger Students
Mummy!
Materials: One roll of toilet paper
With toilet paper, wrap up one of your favorite stuffed animals as if you
were a king or queen who wanted to take a special item with you to the next life.
Then, have a brother or sister or friend wrap you up like a mummy. Don’t let
them cover your mouth or nose! Have someone take your picture for a keepsake.
(Photo 11B) Place the photo in the “Africa: Egypt” section in your Student
Notebook.
11C—Middle Students

Photo 11B

Model of the Giza Pyramid. Build a 1/2000 scale model of the Giza Pyramid. This activity
will help you comprehend the mammoth size of the pyramids.
Materials: Poster board, scissors, pencil, ruler, clear tape. Optional: dark brown colored pencil
1. On a poster board, use a ruler to mark off five equal squares
that are 9 by 9 inches each. Cut these out. Set one square aside
to serve as your base. The other squares will be used to construct four sides. (Photo 11C-1)
2. To build one side, take one square and lay it flat in front of you.
Use a ruler to find the top center point of the square. Mark it
lightly with a dot.

Photo 11C-1

3. Use a ruler and pencil to draw a faint line from the bottom left
corner of your square to the top center point (that you just
marked).
4. Draw another line from the bottom right of your square to the
top center point. (Photo 11C-2)
5. On your square piece of poster board, you should see the image
of an isosceles triangle with a 9-inch base. Cut away the outer
spaces of the triangle by cutting on the two lines.

Photo 11C-2

6. Repeat steps 2–5 with the other three squares, giving you four
isosceles triangle sides.
7. Optional: Draw and shade bricks on the sides of the pyramid
with a brown colored pencil. (The model provided does not have
bricks.)
8. Lay the square base flat on your working surface. Match each of
the four edges of the square to each of the four 9-inch edges of
the triangles. Tape the pieces together. (Photo 11C-3)

Quarter 1, Week 4
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9. Pull the sides of the pyramid upward to meet at the top. Secure
the sides to each other with clear tape. (Photo 11C-4)
10. Use additional clear tape to seal cracks where the sides of the
pyramid meet.
11. For the look and feel of a museum display, create a placard for the
pyramid saying it is a “1/2,000 Scale” model of the Giza pyramid,
meaning the Giza pyramid is about 2,000 times the size of the
one you just built! (Photo 11C-5)

Photo 11C-4

12. Take a picture of your pyramid model and file it in your Student
Notebook under “Africa: Egypt.”

11D—Middle and Older Students

Photo 11C-5

More Mummies! Egyptians weren’t the only ones to mummify their dead. Research the ancient
peoples of Chile and Peru; the Russians who mummified Vladimir Lenin (1924); and the monks of
Palermo, Sicily. Compile your findings in a creative format using pictures and paragraphs. File under
“Miscellaneous” in your Student Notebook.
11E—Older Students
The Mysteries of Ancient Egypt. The library and the internet have numerous resources about
the mysteries of ancient Egypt. Don’t miss the opportunity to choose any one of a number of topics for
further reading, research, or a report. Consider these items for your study:

• Book of the Dead
• Hyksos
• Saite Priod
• Riddle of the Sphinx

File your research under “Africa: Egypt” in your Student Notebook.
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Lesson 12

The Minoan Civilization

c. 2000 b.c.

Activities for Lesson 12
12A—Younger Students
Bull Leaping. Play “bull leaping” like you would leapfrog. The Minoans were known for this sport.
A bull would be a lot harder to jump over than a frog!
12B—Middle Students
Ancient Toilets? Toilets are strange but wonderful things, aren’t they? I find it surprising that
the Minoans had running water for their toilets. We use the word plumbing to describe the use of water in
handling human waste. The word plumbing comes from Roman times when lead pipes were used to carry
water to and from the houses. The word lead in Latin is plumbum.
Now that you know that, look up plumbing in an outside resource and see what you can find out
about the history of the occupation. It’s been around a long time. Write two or three paragraphs on the
subject and file it in your Student Notebook under “Miscellaneous.”
12C—Older Students
The Lost City of Atlantis! Research the theories on the lost city of Atlantis. Discover what you
can about Plato’s writings and the Greek island of Thira. Familiarize yourself with the legend because it is
often referred to, even today. Write a one-page synopsis of your findings. File it in your Student Notebook
under “Europe: Greece.”

Quarter 1, Week 4
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Take Another Look!
Review 4: Lessons 10–12
Memory Cards
Make your Memory Cards for Lessons 10–12.
Wall of Fame

•
•

•

Place these figures on your timeline in the order provided.
Stonehenge (c. 2000 b.c.)—Glue a circle of small pebbles to a piece of sturdy paper. Allow to dry.

Label and date it “Stonehenge – c. 2000 b.c.” [From History Through the Ages, use Stonehenge.]
Early Egypt (Fourth and Third Centuries b.c.)—To help remember practices of the early Egyptians,

make two items for your timeline—a pyramid and a mummy. For the pyramid, cut out a triangle
from sturdy paper. Date it “Fourth and Third Centuries b.c.” For the mummy, use the male
template to cut out the broad figure of a man and wrap it with tissue or gauze. You can’t write on
it now, but it will look very interesting on your timeline next to the pyramid. [Use Menes, Cheops
(Khufu), and Egyptian Civilization Begins. Additionally, you could insert 1st & 2nd Egyptian
Dynasties and 3rd & 4th Egyptian Dynasties.]
The Minoan Civilization (c. 2000 b.c.)—Draw a Minotaur, which is a mythological figure of a man

with a bull’s head. Under the figure, write “The Minoans Flourish – c. 2000 b.c.” [Use Minoan
Civilization.]

SomeWHERE in Time
Younger Students
1. Find the Nile. Trace the Nile River with your finger on a map or globe. Did you remember from
our lesson that it runs north? It appears to run “up.” In reality, the Nile runs from a higher elevation
to a lower one.
Middle Students
2. Tracing the Nile. Find Egypt in WonderMaps or a historical atlas (such as Rand McNally’s
Historical Atlas of the World). Do you remember which way the Nile River flows? On Outline
Map 3, “Egypt,” heavily trace the Nile River in blue pencil. The Nile runs north and feeds into the
Mediterranean Sea. Label Upper and Lower Egypt. Label Memphis (in Lower Egypt) and Thebes
(in Upper Egypt). Lightly shade the landmasses and water. An Answer Key map titled “Review 4-2
Answer Key” has been provided. File your map under “Africa: Egypt” in your Student Notebook.
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Older Students
3. Ancient Crete. Make a map of ancient Crete, the home of the Minoans.
Materials: Paper and pencil; Map 2, “Greece”; WonderMaps or historical atlas (such as Rand
McNally’s Historical Atlas of the World); four tea bags; water; pan; matches. Optional: candle
Adult Supervision Needed
a. Using a historical atlas (such as Rand McNally’s Historical Atlas of the World) or
WonderMaps, find the locations listed below. Use a dark pencil to mark these on Map 2,
“Greece.” An Answer Key map titled “Review 4-3 Answer Key” has been provided.
• Island of Crete
• Capital city of Knossos
• Mediterranean Sea
• A
 egean Sea
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

• Tiny island of Thera (now Thira), where there was a terrible volcano (just above Crete)
Now that your map is marked, lightly shade the landmasses and water.
Prepare the tea solution. Take about four tea bags. Boil them in a small pan of water.
Remove them from the heat and let them steep, or sit, for at least 20 minutes.
Now, crumple your map slightly and dip the whole thing into the tea solution. Let it drip
dry. It should look aged.
To make the map appear more aged, after the paper has dried, burn the edges slightly with
a match or a lit candle. (A candle will be easier to handle. Do this outside over the sidewalk
or driveway.) See Photo Review 4-3.
To preserve your map, keep it in a clear plastic sleeve that can fit in your Student Notebook.
File it under “Europe: Greece.”

Photo Review 4-3

Quarter 1, Week 4
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Map 2
Greece
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Map 3
Egypt
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Name:    

Date:    

What Did You Learn?
Week 4: Quiz
Matching. Match the following items by placing the correct letter next to the number.

38

1.

Seventh day of Creation

a. The first two people

2.

Adam and Eve

b. An advanced civilization on the island of Crete

3.

Tubal-Cain

c. Wedge-shaped alphabet created by the Sumerians

4.

Noah

d. Means “terrible lizard”

5.

40 days and nights

e. Place where God confused man’s language

6.

Dinosaur

f. A long poem

7.

Cuneiform writing

g. How long it rained during the Great Flood

8.

Tower of Babel

h. Used by God to save the human race

9.

Epic

i. Maker of bronze and iron

10.

Stonehenge

j. Built the Great Pyramid of Giza

11.

Khufu

k. The day God rested

12.

Minoans

l. Marks the summer and winter solstice
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Answer Key

507

508

The Mystery of History, Volume I

Section D—Answer Key

Week 1
Pretest 1
1.

What is Genesis?

2.

What is Day 4 of Creation?

3.

What is Day 7 of Creation?

4.

Who are Adam and Eve?

5.

Who are Cain and Abel?

6.

Who is Jubal?

7.

What is the result of Adam’s disobedience?

8.

Who is Tubal-Cain?

Week 1: Exercise
Days of Creation:
• Day 1 – Day and night
• Day 2 – Heaven
• Day 3 – Earth, seas, seeds, grass, herbs, fruit
• Day 4 – Sun, moon, and stars
• Day 5 – Sea creatures and birds
• Day 6 – Cattle, creeping things, beasts, and mankind
• Day 7 – God rested

Answer Key
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Babel
(Babylon)

Nineveh

N

Erech

Accad

Calah
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Review 1-2 & 3
Answer Key
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Week 2
Pretest 2
1.
e

5.

g

2.

c

6.

a

3.

d

7.

f

4.

h

8.

b

Week 2: Activity 4C
1. 40 days and 40 nights (Gen. 7:12)
2. 600 (Gen. 7:6)
3. a raven (Gen. 8:7)
4. the Lord (Gen. 7:16)
5. 15 cubits above the mountains (Gen. 7:20)
6. 150 days (Gen. 7:24, 8:3)
7. three (Gen. 8:8, 10, 12)
8. built an altar and made offerings (Gen. 8:20)
9. eight (Gen. 7:13)
10. “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, . . . nor will I again destroy every living thing as I
have done.” (Gen. 8:21)
Week 2: Quiz
1.

T

6.

F

2.

F

7.

T

3.

F

8.

T

4.

T

9.

T

5.

F

10.

F

Answer Key
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Extent of ice

Review 2-2
Answer Key
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Week 3
Pretest 3
1.

Sir C. Leonard Woolley

2.

cuneiform

3.

ziggurat

4.

Mesopotamia

5.

Tower of Babel

6.

babel

7.

idolatry

8.

epic

Week 3: Exercise
1.

c

6.

d

2.

c

7.

b

3.

b

8.

c

4.

a

9.

d

5.

d

10.

c

Answer Key
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Review 3
Answer Key
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Week 4
Pretest 4
1.
England

5.

pets

2.

rock

6.

Nile

3.

football

7.

Crete

4.

heart

8.

bull

Week 4: Quiz
1.

k

7.

c

2.

a

8.

e

3.

i

9.

f

4.

h

10.

l

5.

g

11.

j

6.

d

12.

b

Answer Key
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Answer Key
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Aegean
Sea

Mediterranean Sea
N

S

C



Cnossos

Review 4-3
Answer Key
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